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GET BIGGER

IT Delhi’s annual festival -
Rendezvous 2012 - will be high
on celebrity presence

Namya Sinha

® namya.sinha@hindustantimes.com

ith celebrity

presence, acts

by international

music bands,
footfall of over 50,000 people,
and participation by over 250
colleges across the country —
one of the biggest and most
sought after annual college
fests, Indian Institute of
Technology’s (II'T Delhi)
Rendezvous 2012, promises to
be a grand affair.

“This year, it’s bigger than
before because we haven't
had such a big celebrity
presence earlier. We have the
entire cast of the movie
Chakravyuh coming for the
event. Also, for the first time,

there will be an outdoor
performance by Coke Studio
India with musicians like

>apon, Shilpa Rao and band
Advaita,” says Saurabh
Gupta, general secretary of
the board for recreational and
creative activities.

Actors Manoj Bajpai, Arjun
Rampal, Abhay Deol and
Esha Gupta are some of the
actors who will be present for
a youth interaction session.
Actor Aditya Kumar, who
played Perpendicular in the
film, Gangs of Wasseypur, will

also be present at the fest.
For music lovers, there is a
whole lot happening here.
Confluence, the International
Music Festival, will feature
international artists and
bands such as Tal Kravitz,
Solstice Coil, Spanish Raga,
and The Riptide Movement.
The most sought-after
event by students across
various colleges is the annual
rock concert - Blitzkrieg
(October 21). This year,
organic rock band Cypher 16
will be opening the concert.
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T will make a real difference

Kerala Congress leaders have been publicly
voicing their differences with the party’s

central leadership over the introduction of
foreign direct investment (FDI) in the ret4il |
sector. So, as part of a move to both mend

fences and create a lobby of supporters |
for FDI, the PMO, led by TKA Nair, is now .

trymgtosee if the CentrecanstartanIIT

in the state. State leaders — both in the

UDF and the LDF — have been demand-

ing an IIT for some years now, but the

Planning Commission decided against it.

Kerala already has an IIM in Kozhikode.

But with a little bit of luck, and a pinch of
politics, it may just get an IIT too. The detail

before the retail.
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Match-making
duo bags Nobel
In €CONOMmics

WINNING THEORY

o

LLOYD SHAPLEY ALVIN ROTH practice of market design’

The Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences cited
Americans Alvin Roth of
Harvard University and
Lioyd Shapley, professor
emeritus at the University
of California, Los Angeles,
for*the theory of stahle
gllocations and the

¥ Their msearch focuses

on the problem of matching
different agents in a market —
doctors with hospitals, students

with schoals and human ongans
with trmnsplant recipients — in
situations wheme prices amn't
the deciding factor

Stockholm: Two  Ameri-
canswere awarded the Naobel
economics prize on Monday
for studies on the match-
making taking place when
doctors are coupled up with
hospitals, students  with
schools and human oreans
withtransplantrecipients.
The work of Alvin Roth
and Lloyd Shapley has
sparked a “flourishing field
of research™ and helped im-
prove the performance of
many markets, the Royal
Swedish Academy of Sci-
ences said. Roth, 60, is a pro-
fessorat Harvard University
in Boston. Shapley 89, is a
professor emeritus at Uni-
versitvof CaliforniaLa.
“This vear’s prizge comn-
cerns a central economic
problem: how to match dif-
ferentagentsas well aspossi-
ble.” the acaderny said.
Shapley made early theo-
retical inroads into the sub-
ject, using game theory to
analyze different matching
methods in the 18508 and
‘R Tomether with 118 eccm-

omist David Gale, he dewvel-
oped a math ematical formu-
la for how 10 men and 10
women could be coupled ina
way =0 that o one would be-
nefit from trading partners.
While that may have had lit-
tle impact o marriages and
divorces, the algorithm they
developed has been used to
better understand many dif:
ferent markets.

In the 1990z, Roth applied
ittothe marketforallocating
I8 student doctors to hospi-
tals. He developed a new al-
gorithm that was adopted by
the MNational Resident
Matching Program, which
helps match resident doctors
withthe right hospitals.

“Fven though these two
researchers  worked inde-
pendently, the combination
of Shapley™s basic theory
and Roth'sempirical investi-
gations, experiments and
practical desien hasgenerat-
ed a flourishing field of re-
searchand improved the per-
formanceof manymarkets,”
theacademwsaid. ae
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Engineer rush

-in CAT forces
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rethink on test 1IMs’ entry

'67.6% Aspirants Engineers

RUNNING THE
CAT RACE
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New Delhi: This year 67.6% of
the CAT aspirants are from en-
, gineering background, an in-
crease of over five percentage
points from the- 2011 edition.
And with a further dip in appli-
cantsfrom disciplines like arts,
humanities and medical sci-
ences, thellMsarenowtakinga
relook at the Commeon Admis-
sion Test (CAT) to offer a level
playingfieldtocandidatesfrom
otherdisciplines.

“To an extent it's true engi-
neers are at an advantage, but
only partly as50% of the test al-
sohasverbal ability, But yes, go-
ing by the data and with fewer
candidates coming from arts
and humanities, efforts are on
to take a re-look at CAT” said
CAT 2012 convenor SSS Kumar.

This year, of the 2,14,068
candidates who _have regis-
teredfor the test, 1,44,760areen-

gineers, whereas 3,404 are from
humanities. Last year;, 62.2%
candidates were engineers.”
Stating that there will be
- changes in the CAT 2013, the
“specifics of which will be re-
leased later after the decisions
are finalized, director of IIM-
Kozhikode, Debashis Chatter-
jee said efforts are on to get tal-
ents from across disciplines,

out on some of the best talents
present among those in hu-
manities, At present, weare an-
swering to the geo-political re-
ality of India, but we are
deliberating as to how the test
willhave to change,” said Chat-
terjee. IIM-Kozhikode is con-
ductingthe CAT thisyear onbe-
half of the 131IMs.

Otherwise, CAT 2012 is
much more inclusive with in-
crease in female candidates,
SC/ ST, and non-creamy OBC
and aspirants from agricul-
ture, CA, architecture, phar-
macology registering for the
test. Another trend this year is

a significant increase (43%) of

aspirants with two to three
years of work experience.
While the general category
has registered an increase of
2.2%, the combined increase in

the number of registration for .

non-creamy OBC, SCand ST as
against 2011 is 4.7%. “The posi-
tive thing about CAT 2012 is

that it has become more inclu-'*

sive. The significant 4.2% in-
crease in registration is a posi-
tive sentiment despite the
gloomi. This growth is not a
small thing if we put this in
contexttothe62% declinein in-
terest in MBA programmes in
the US,” said Chatterjee.

-not much pro

testtogo
global soon

THE internationalisation of
the Common Admission

. Test (CAT) may not be too

far. The IIMs are interested
to take this test abroad next
ear, but a final call will only

e taken in November after
CAT 2012 ends.

According to Prof. Debashish
Chatterjee, director of IIM-Ko-
zhikode, the 13 premier B-sc-
hools are now keen to “access
merit across the globe”,

“We know that we are losing
the opportunity to get the
best talent abroad. But
whether we go global will
depend.on if our reasons are
strong enough and also it has
to be a collective decision,”
he said, adding that the B-
schools will also consider the
idea of conducting the exam
more than once in a year.

The IIMs first announced
their intention in 2010, but
ess has hap-
pened on that front as the
institutes were waiting for
the computer-based test to
stabilise.

Ritika Chopra/New Delhi
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More women, professionals

seek to bell the CAT this year

HT Correspondent
= hireporters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The number of
women applying for the
Common Admission Test (CAT)
has gone up by 8.6 per cent as
compared to last year, taking the
number of wornan applicants to
almost 61,000.

The IMs had, earlier this year,
said that they would want their
campuses to be more inclusive
and would encourage more
women to apply. Some [IMs such
as [IM Rohtak and IIM Raipur
said they would award more
marks to women applicants.

Many [IMs had also said he
would want more people from
backgrounds other than engi-
neering to apply. This, however,
did not have much of an impact
as the number of applicants
with an engineering background
increased by more than 12,000
— an increase of 8 per cent as

UPWARD TREND

» The number of women
applicants has goneup by
8.6 per cent this year

s A total of 61,000 women
have applied for the test
this year

= The number of test takers '
with 2-3 years of work expe-
rience went up by 43 per
cent

= Applicants from OBC cate-
gory went up by 3.3 per
cent while those from SC/
ST by 7.8 per cent

=Delhi has highest regis-
tered students at 21,507

compared to last year.

The number of applicants
from humanities and commerce,
meanwhile, came down by 700.

“Efforts are on to have
a relook at the Common
Admission Test (CAT). We will

try to introduce some changes
that will be helpful for people
from disciplines other than engi-
neering,” said SSS Kumar, CAT
2012 convener and professor at
IIM Kozhikode.

In a trend that Kumar termed
“positive”, more people with
work experience applied for
CAT this year. There is an
increase of 43 per cent in the
test takers with 2-3 years of
work experience.

Registrations under the OBC
category went up from 3.3 per
cent of the total registrations
last year to 13.3 per cent this
year. Registrations under the
SC/ST categories have also gone
up by 7.8 per cent.

“The shift in candidate pool
in terms of gender and social
balance is a positive indication
that our society is becoming
more aware of the opportu-
nities that are available,” he
said.
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CAT for IIMs to be revised -
to make it more inclusive

Aarti Dhar

NEW DELHI: Concerned over
the low representation of as-
pirants from disciplines oth-
er than engineering, the
Indian Institutes of Manage-
ment (IIMs) are considering
a change in the admission
pattern and syllabus to make
the Common Admission test
(CAT).more inclusive,

“We are concerned about
the low representation of as-
pirants from disciplines like
humanities and fine arts, and
are in the process of ascer-
taining what can be done by
way of.policy change to agd-
dress this,” the Director of
ITM Kozhikode, Debashis
Chatterjee, told reporters
here.

Refusing to set any tm'_le
frame and divulge the nature
of changes, he said the 13
IIMs were in talks to ascer-
tain the best possible way to
bring about changes that
" would be helpful for those
from other disciplines. “Alot
has to be done, but the IIMs
are taking baby steps be-

cause we are conscious of the -

burden of responsibility on
us, the implications it would

»

have and the need to build a
consensus.”

The latest figures avail-
able at the end of closure of
registration process for CAT
2012 suggest that. 67 per
cent were from the engi-
neering background with a
sprinkling of those from
agriculture, - architecture,
pharmacology, chartered ac-
countants and qualified doc-
tors. “There has been a
decline in those holding
BBA or BBM degrees, which
indicates that these stu-
dents are getting jobs,” CAT

‘2012 Convener S.5.S. Kumar

said.

The IIM Kozlukode is co-
ordinating CAT 2012. Pro-
metric, provider of test
development and test deliv-
ery solutions, is the [IMs
partner in this endeavour.
CAT 1is being conducted
across 36 cities from Octo-
ber 11 to November 6 at 61
venues.,

Last year, 8,780 candi-
dates were from the human-
ities and arts discipline, This
year, it had decreased to
3,404, Similarly, the number
of doctors came down from
566 to 486. -

The total number of regis-
tered candidates this year is
2,14,068, representing a 4.2
per cent increase over last
year, This indicates a sharp
rise in the number of girls
with an increase by 8.6 per
cent over last year, com-
pared to the registration of
boys, which has increased by
2.6 per cent. This figure
comes in the backdrop of the
global trend, which has seen

‘'a decline in the manage-

ment studies.

The category-wise break-
up of registration reveals a
notable increase in partici-
pation from non-creamy
Other Backward Classes
(17.3 per cent), Scheduled
Castes (5 per cent) and
Scheduled Tribes (7.4 per
cent), indicating healthy
growth from all categories.

“These are not mere fig-
ures but suggest that appli-
cants from smaller towns
are aspiring to reach the
IIMs. There has been an in-
crease of 12.7 per cent in the
applicants from underprivi-
leged categories and 7 per
cent students are from these
categories,” Professor Chat-
terjee said.
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CAT to offer level playing field

ITMs mull changes to check dominance of engineering students

s

NEW DELHI: Although stu-
dents with an engineering
background form the major-
ity of CAT-takers, Indian In-
stititutes of Management
are planning to change the
Common Admission Test
format for a wider represen-
tation, said CAT 2012 con-
vener 558 Kumar from [IM-
Kozikode here on Monday.

“Efforts are on to have a
relook at the CAT and bring
some changes that will be help-
ful for people from other disci-
plines,” said Kumar, adding
that the plans are at the initial
stage. [IM-Kozhikode director
Debashis Chatterjee said the
aim is to have a broad-based
talent pool across disciplines
consisting of the best minds,

Kumar said this year 1.44

AR &y

This year, the number of female CAT applicants was

LI

8. 6 percent more than that of last year. pHrHOTO

lakh CAT candidates are from  inthe percentage of candidates
engineering background. coming from Agriculture (919
There has been some increase  candidates), Architecture (974

candidates), Pharmaceutical
Science (1,470) and Chartered
Accountancy (47).

There is a drop in the num-
ber of candidates from Hu-
manities background, from
3,780in 2011 to 3,404 in 2012,
There was some drop in the
percentage of candidates from
medical background.

The total number of candi-

dates registered for CAT 2012 -

is 2,14,068 compared to
2,05,345 in CAT 2011 — a rise
of 4.2 per cent.

This year, CAT saw an 8.6
per cent increase over the last
year in the number of female
candidates, and an increase of
2.6 per cent among male can-
didates. An increase in the
number of candidates from the
reserved category is also seen
this year, with 17 per cent of the

total from the Non-Creamy
Other Backward Classes (NC-
OBC}, 5 per cent Scheduled
Castes (SC) and 7.4 per cent
Scheduled Tribes candidates.
“The percentage indicates
healthy growth in CAT takers
in all sectors,” said Kumar.

A new trend that is seen this
year is that 43 per cent of test-
takers have up to three years
of work experience: “Till last
year, a majority of test-takers
were either freshers or with
work experience less than six
menths,” said Kumar. The
higher number of experienced

. candidates indicates that the

economy is going to improve
over the next two to three
years, he added. CAT 2012
started on October 11 and will
continue tili November 6.

DH News Service
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